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reduce sentences. Hence the foregoing letter. The reply received
was that H.E. was mistaken about the law and that the Govern-
ment had the necessary powers, but that in spite of that discovery
he could not see his way to revise the regulations so as to include
all political prisoners, whether undergoing simple or rigorous im-
prisonment. My suspicion, therefore, that the Special Division
Regulations were a mere eyewash became, I am sorry to say,
confirmed.

Toung India, 6-3-1924

132.   COMMENT ON LETTER TO JAIL SUPERINTENDENT,
YERAVDA*
The reader is warned not to read a meaning into the letter
which it was never intended to bear. The letter is only published
in order to explain the incident referred to in the letter, as it has
been the subject matter of much talk and speculation. And as the
renunciation of fruit is said to have hastened my collapse, it is
necessary to make it clear that it was in no way a protest against
the Superintendent's refusal to grant Mr. Abdul Gani's request.
Moreover, Mr. Abdul Gani had the right under the Special Division
regulations to send for fruit and any other food that he wanted.
But he, Mr. Yagnik and I had come to the conclusion that it
would not be proper for us to send for food from outside. .The
authorities could, therefore, be in no way blamed for the conse-
quence of my abstention. The Superintendent as well as the
Inspector-General of Prisons pleaded with me to desist from en-
forcing my decision. They warned me of the possible serious con-
sequences of abstention, but for the peace of my mind, I had to
take the risk. And after all the serious illness I have gone through,
I do not feel sorry that I took the step I did. Nor should the
reader in any way blame Mr. Abdul Gani for having asked for a
change of his diet. He asked for it after full consultation with me,
and I approved of the change not knowing that the regulations
would not allow the Superintendent to grant the changed diet. I
was misled into thinking so because, as stated in the letter, Mr.
Yagnik and other fellow-prisoners were allowed by the previous
Superintendent to change their diet from time to time. When I
decided to renounce fruit after the refusal to Mr. Abdul Gani, he
1 This was published along with "Letter to Jail Superintendent, Yeravda'%
12-11-1923.
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